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eGuys like me
must never stay in a movement
once it gets
established. We're disruptive.®

His business cards
used 1o ead MEAN
GENE AUSTIN, THE PALA
DIN OF POLITICS: HAVE
MOUTH, WILL THAVEL
Bul that was back in
the Seveniies, when
e was a professional
Kidnapper Nowadays
hes busy mnvestigat-
ing UFCks. drugs. and
cults; I Austin's past
performance is any
indication, these tieids
are in ot some mnter
esting imes

Austin started as a
nigh-sehool electron-
ics.geekiin Nebraska
nearly 50, years ago
Oneaf his favorile
memaries |s the time
a'lecturer couldn't get
Nig projecior working,
Soan tha call want out
"Get Austin' He arm-
bled slowly 1o the front
of the'auditorium, plugged ina wire.-and sat down

Since then, he's been a freelance writer -a soldier. a pips-
fine worker in Saudh Arabia, & policeman. But his bBest-known
exploits 10 date grew oul of his campaign againstihe legal
maze of divorce courls. A parenl might lose cusicdy inone
state, win it in another, snatch the kids, and run. Enter Gene
Austin. He would Tind the children and kidnap them back
Then he'd milk it for publicity to undermine the faws that
made il possibie. He did this 400 times, and he's proud

Austin got oul of Kidnapping in 1880, when the law was
changad, "Guys fike me must never stay in a movement
once it gets established," he explains. "We're disruptive.”

A ohal with Austin is a dizzying experience; one bounces
from mass murders to caltle mutilation lo-a-newsletier for
necrophiles. Most af it Is tinged with the bizarre, and'it's all
heavily documentad in computérized files

'He'siallaky genius, and his fact gathering is incredibie;”
affirms: John DeCamp, a Nebraska state senator who has

UFO UPDATE

known Augtin for 15
years, Henas s nel-
wOrk of sources no
pnecan match,”

Auslins inferast in
UFQOs: came fhrotgh
ihe back door | was
looking into Catfie mu-
llations,” he says "It
ook me aboul fwo
weeks o figure 1t out
A lotof the UFO sight-
ings in e West are
grug-smugghng el
copters:  Hughes
500Cs and D'scan be
50 quietyou carft hieaf
them a thousand feel
away. The mutitations
arg just dealers wait
ing for a shipment
They .get bored, {ake
SOMme coke or Some-
thing and gocutupa
neighbar's cow. A five-
yedr-oid chiid could
segil

Other UFQ sightings. he believes, are hallucinations. "Look
al the records.” he says, “You'll find that most people who
see UFOs are city people who find themseives in the coun-
iry. Suddenly there's no traffic noise, nNo one sScraaming al
them or trying 10 sell them something. There are nio.lights
teiling them when 10 walk. They getinic a mild siaie of sen-
sory deprivalion and misinterpre! whal they see. Suddsnly
Venus is & huge, moving hight in the sky.”

Just whera ths will lead remains to be seen, bul ii's sure
{0 lead somewhere. "He's driven;” says DeCamp, “ike 2 mad
scEembistproving he's smarter thatveveryone else.”

Atterall the lean years Austin has put a liftis stabllity into
his Iife; 1aking a job as an apartment manager. It pays the
bills and supports his research betler than kidnapping ever
did: Bul the ¢rusty crugader hasn't lel unaccustomed se-
curity Soften him: "One of the'logal radio Stations did a pro-
file of me the other day." he grumbles. "They called me Clean
Gene. | just hate that "—OWEN DAVIES
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